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SUPPORTING MINNESOTA AGRICULTURE

Minnesota




BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Introducing the Minnesota Foundation for Agriculture’s (MFA) Board of Directors. The board plays a crucial
role in governance, strategic oversight, and ensuring the Foundation’s mission is fulfilled.

Dan Glessing Carolyn Olson Karin Schaefer Dave Johnson
Chair Vice Chair Secretary Treasurer
Waverly Cottonwood Howard Lake Faribault

Michelle Benson Cindy Durheim Caitlin Keck Joel Mathiowetz

Andover Askov Owatonna Morgan

Scan to learn
more about
our board

Fran Miron Kent Thiesse Pam Uhlenkamp
Hugo Lake Crystal Green Isle



FROM THE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

We have reached a meaningful milestone, one year of the Minnesota Foundation
for Agriculture!

With the support of the Minnesota Farm Bureau Federation, we are proud
of the progress we’ve made in both honoring agriculture’s roots and
nurturing its future.

Over the past year, as we transitioned from the Minnesota Farm Bureau Foundation, we introduced a
new strategic plan, mission, and vision. At the same time, we stayed true to our commitment: growing
programs, investing in new initiatives, and building partnerships that strengthen our work. We

also established a new Board of Directors and welcomed a program specialist to help guide our
continued growth.

None of this would be possible without you, our donors and supporters. Looking ahead, we know that
together we can continue building strong rural communities, inspiring young leaders, and

ensuring agriculture thrives for generations to come.

Your generosity, through your time, energy, and financial support, has been vital to our journey. We are
deeply grateful for all you have done to shape our future.

Sincerely,

e Y Yeimicic

Ruth Linkenmeyer-Meirick
Director




WHO WE ARE

Over the past year, we focused on the future by crafting a new mission for the Foundation.
This mission now guides our activities and decisions, defining our purpose, clarifying our goals,

OUR
MISSION

ENGAGEMENT

Connecting agriculture to

progress by:
Engaging in partnerships
that provide outreach
Showcasing agriculture to
gain understanding
Supporting ag literacy for
consumers

and shaping the scope of our giving.

RESEARCH

Advancing agriculture by:

Commissioning,
collaborating, and
disseminating agriculture
research

Strengthening the
understanding of
agriculture’s economic
value

We honor the roots and foster the future of agriculture by supporting engagement,
research, and community vitality efforts.

COMMUNITY
VITALITY

Building thriving communities

by:

Developing leaders
Addressing unique health,
wellness and other rural
challenges

Keeping farm families and
employees safe




MUNITY )

“The conversations that | had with community
members at the regional farm show taught

me about experiences that rural patients have
had, as well as any barriers to care. | know
that | am interested in pursuing a career in
rural medicine and this experience has helped
solidify that!”

- Mayo Medical Program Participant

SUPPORTING RURAL
HEALTH

The Foundation continued its
partnership with the Zumbro Valley
Medical Society and the Mayo Clinic Alix
School of Medicine, introducing medical
students to rural healthcare and what
it may be like to serve as a healthcare
professional in a rural community.




AG DAY GALA

Designed to recognize the
rich history of farmers,
organizations, businesses,
and communities that support
the success of agriculture
across the state.

GOLF
SCRAMBLE

The annual Golf Scramble
brings golfers together for a
great day out on the course,
raising thousands of dollars

to support the Foundation
and its mission.




FOUNDATION
FUN NIGHT

During the Minnesota Farm
Bureau Annual Meeting,
the Foundation hosts a night
of games, raffles and
an auction.

ENGAGEMENT

FARMFEST

For more than 25 years,
the Foundation has grilled
pork chops at Farmfest as

one of its annual
fundraising events.




SCHOLARSHIPS

The Paul Stark Memorial Scholarship and the Al Christopherson Scholarship are awarded annually
to outstanding post-secondary students pursuing degrees in agriculture, conservation, or forestry at
accredited colleges and vocational technical schools. These scholarships not only honor the legacy of

leaders who believed deeply in the value of education but also invest in the bright minds who will shape the
future of agriculture.

By supporting these students, the Foundation demonstrates its commitment to cultivating the
next generation of agricultural leaders and ensuring a strong future for our rural communities.

2024 Paul Stark Memorial Scholarship Recipients

Alexis Hoefs Mary Lanoue
Le Sueur County Lyon County

2024 Al Christopherson Scholarship Recipients

Kendra Blaschko Emma Kuball Owen Rozeboom Ella Thome
Le Sueur County Rice County Dakota County Mower County




SUPPORTING
AGRICULTURE

The Minnesota Foundation for Agriculture is a proud sponsor of the following programs:

Agri-Growth

American Farm Bureau Foundation

for Agriculture

Gopher Dairy Club

Mayo Clinic Alix School of Medicine
Midwest Dairy Book Donation

Minnesota 4-H Dairy Showcase
Minnesota 4-H Foundation

Minnesota Ag in the Classroom
Minnesota Agri-Women

Minnesota Agriculture & Rural Leadership
(MARL)

Minnesota Association of Agriculture
Educators (MAAE)

Minnesota County Farm Bureau Ag
Promotion Grants

Minnesota Farm Bureau Ag Transportation
Handbook Project

Minnesota Farm Bureau LEAP Conference
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Minnesota Farm Bureau Urban Ag Conference
Minnesota FFA Foundation

Minnesota Holstein Association

Minnesota Royal

Minnesota Youth Livestock Expo

Minnesota State Fair

National Ag in the Classroom Conference
National Dairy Show

University of Minnesota CFANS Alumni Society
University of Minnesota-Crookston Collegiate
Farm Bureau

Women’s Agriculture Leadership Conference
Young Leaders in Agriculture Conference
Zumbro Valley Medical Society



Welcome Erin

In 2024, the Foundation added its first full-time
staff member, Erin Corcoran.

As the program coordinator, Erin supports the
Foundation in all of its outreach efforts, including
programming, grants and event logistics.

A graduate of North Dakota State University,
Erin brought her agriculture experience from the
University of Minnesota Extension to the team,
where she provided support and communication
updates to 4-H families. She also coordinated
events for the 4-H Animal Science program as
well as state and county fair programs.

County Board Challenge

The annual County Board Challenge
encourages county and regional Farm Bureaus
in Minnesota to support the Foundation by
giving a gift of $10 per board member.

Thank you to our 2025 participant counties:
Aitkin/Carlson, Anoka, Arrowhead Regional,
Blue Earth, Brown, Benton/Mille Lacs, Cass,
Carver, Chisago, Clay, Crow Wing, Dakota,
Dodge, East Otter Tail, East Polk, Faribault,
Freeborn, Fillmore, Goodhue, Hennepin,
Houston, Kanabec-Isanti, Kandiyohi, Kittson,
Lincoln, Mahnomen, Martin, McLeod, Meeker,
Mower, Nicollet, Northwest Regional, Olmsted,
Pine, Rice, Scott, Sherburne, Sibley, Stearns,
Steele, Todd, Wabasha, Washington/Ramsey,
Waseca, Watonwan, Winona, and Wright.




COMMUNITY VITALITY

Ag Promotion Grants

Funded through the Foundation, Ag Promotion Grants are designed to support local outreach efforts

of county and regional Farm Bureaus in Minnesota. In 2025, the Foundation awarded $36,000 for farm
safety, education, leadership and other community-driven engagement. The Foundation’s investment
allowed county Farm Bureau’s to leverage an additional $74,000 in partnerships for their programming.
It’s estimated over 19,000 people were able to experience agriculture through programming funded by the
grant program.
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“We want to extend
our heartfelt gratitude
for your unwavering
support. Your generosity
and belief in our mission
have been instrumental
in our efforts to promote
and grow the youth
in Minnesota’s dairy
industry. Thank you
for standing by us and
making a difference in
our experiences.”

Minnesota Jr.
Holstein Board

“Your support has been
instrumental in
expanding the 4-H
Agriculture
Ambassador program.
We’ve been able to
engage more youth
leaders, strengthen their
ability to share
agriculture’s story, and
bring meaningful ag
education to
communities.”

Anja Johnson
Extension Educator

IMPACTS

PR g e

“Your ongoing support
of FFA means the world
to us. The insights you
shared and the work you
do continue to inspire
our team as we grow
as leaders and advocates
for agriculture. We left
our visit feeling even
more proud to represent
MN ag. Thank you for
being a part of
this story.”

Minnesota FFA
State Officers

“Thank you for hosting
the Ag Day Gala. It was
such a lovely evening.
The Farm Bureau and
Minnesota Foundation
for Agriculture do such
amazing work
supporting the farming
community and their
families in so many
ways!”

John Gamble
Start Hearing

“Thank you for your
contribution to the 2025
4-H Dairy Showcase!
This marks our
seventeenth year, and
your support has helped
to make it very
successful, as we topped
the $85,000 level in
total donations!”

Steve Pooch
4-H Dairy Showcase

“Thank you for your
generous support of the
Urban Ag Conference,
helping us connect and

inspire our urban
communities through
agriculture. Your
partnership makes it
possible to share
knowledge, foster
collaboration, and grow
the future of urban
agriculture.”

MFBF Urban Ag
Conference Committee

“Thank you for your
support of awards for
the Minnesota
Association of
Agriculture Educators
(MAAE). Support like
yours allows us to shine
as a big part of our
association in
agriculture. Thank you

12

ADawn Nelson
Northland Tech

“It is easy to get caught
up in the daily grind
of medical school and
forget that medicine, at
its core, is about people
we serve. Helping with
health screenings and
hearing stories from
rural communities has
been a great way to
refocus on why [ was
drawn to medicine in the
first place!”

Mayo Medical
Program Participant




DONOR ROLL

Thank you to our generous donors who help make our programming possible.

Rhodium ($100,000 or greater)

Minnesota Farm Bureau Federation

Palladium ($50,000 - $99,999)
Farm Bureau Financial Services/FBL Financial
Group, Inc.

Platinum ($10,000 - $49,999)
Compeer Financial

Hormel Foods Inc

Starkey - Start Hearing

Diamond ($5,000 - $9,999)
GRAIL, Inc.

Midwest Dairy Association

RD Offutt Farms Co.

Brandon Sawalich

Emerald ($2,500 - $4,999)

Ag Management Solutions

Blondie’s Butcher Shop

Christensen Farms

Kowalski’s Companies

Land O’Lakes Foundation

Minnesota Corn

Minnesota Pork Board

Minnesota Soybean Research & Promotion Council
Jonathan & Carolyn Olson/Olson Organics

Pilot

Red River Valley Sugarbeet Growers Association

Ruby ($1,000 - $2,499)
AgCountry Farm Credit Services

Agricultural Utilization Research Institute
Anoka County Farm Bureau

Arthur Chapman, Kettering, Smetak & Pikala, PA
Peter & Ann Marie Bakken

Al & Diane Christopherson

CHS Inc.

Chisago County Farm Bureau

Core Food Service

Kevin Dahlman

Dan & Seena Glessing

Enbridge, Inc.

Hormel Foods

Ruth Linkenmeyer-Meirick

Max Maddaus

Meeker County Farm Bureau

Minnesota Biofuels

Brent Mohn

Jeff & Chandra Pagel

Pioneer Hi-Bred International (DuPont Pioneer)

Matt & Karin Schaefer

Schaefer Excavating Inc./Grassland Solutions

Steve Schmitt

Steve & Carolyn Schoenfeld
Stearns County Farm Bureau
Steffes Group, Inc.

University of Minnesota - CFANS
University of Minnesota Extension
USDA - NRCS

Washington/Ramsey County Farm Bureau
West Central Initiative Trust (Riverview LLP)

Wilson & Son Field Services

Gold ($500 - $999)

Adam & Caryn Birr

Nathan & Jessi Collins

Consulate General of Canada

Jon Dilworth

AJ) Duerr

Gary Hong

GreenSeam

Hennepin County Farm Bureau
IDEAg Group, LLC

Dave & Amy Johnson

Robin E. Kinney

Tiffany Kobbermann

Miles & Sarah Kuschel

Jon Louwagie

Fran & Mary Ann Miron
Mid-American Catastrophe Services
Minnesota Beef Council
Minnesota Department of Agriculture
Olmsted County Farm Bureau
O’Meara, Leer, Wagner, Kohls, P.A.
Roger & Linda Sauerbrey

Mike Skram

Todd Stadtler

Andrea Vaubel

Scott & Jean Winslow

Silver ($250 - $499)
Keith & Morgan Allen

Paul Anderson

Susie Arndt

AMPI

Jessie Bester

David & Michelle Benson

Bruce & Kim Brenden

Cass County Farm Bureau

Clay County Farm Bureau

Adam & Amanda Cook

Crow Wing County Farm Bureau



Loren & Chloey Dauer

Mark and Mary Davis Foundation
David & Cindy Durheim

East Otter Tail County Farm Bureau
Jason & Caitlin Keck

Kentucky Farm Bureau Federation
Amber Knettel

Kanabec/Isanti County Farm Bureau
Matt Kusilek

Shawn & Heather Lindula

M&B Enterprises LLC

Joel & Amanda Mathiowetz
Martin County Farm Bureau
Minnesota FFA Foundation
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum
Minnesota State Fair Foundation
Barry & Sandra Nelson

Bennett Osmonson

Hunter Pederson

Jessica Perez

Pope County Farm Bureau

Robert & Jill Roelofs

Peter & Tammi Samuelson

Brad & Luann Schloesser

Jason & Michele Schroeder

Al Schallock

Red River Farm Network

Revol Greens

Julie Tesch

Michael & Jill Tuinstra
Troy Unke

Norbert & Jacky Wagner

Wright County Farm Bureau

Bronze ($100-$249)

Andy & Heather Aanerud
AgCentric

Aitkin/Carlton County Farm Bureau
Levi & Haley Ammann-Ekstrom
Arrowhead Regional Farm Bureau
Autumnwood Farm

Bachman’s

Randy & Judy Barka

Ben & Lydia Bjerk

Big Stone County Farm Bureau
Brown County Farm Bureau
Becky Clark

Carver County Farm Bureau
Dean & Carol Christopherson
John & Deb Chute

Compart Family Farms

Dakota County Farm Bureau
Jeff & Pam Debele

Dodge County Farm Bureau
Jim & Gail Donkers

Douglas County Farm Bureau
Nathan & Katie Drewitz

Dean & Jane Duesterhoeft
East Polk County Farm Bureau
Jason & Didi Edwards

Duane Epland

Marlin Fay

Ronald & Beverly Frank

Adam Gamble

Glen & Valree Graff

Glen & Melinda Groth

Bob Gustafson

Gary Hartel

Thomas & Janice Hartberg
Vernon & Dorothy Hedlin
Inspiring Sight

David & Lori Joachim
Kandiyohi County Farm Bureau
Glen & Gail Kaschmitter

Glenn Kay

Dave Ladd

Emma LeBerthon

Deborah Kuball

Kwik Trip

Mahnomen County Farm Bureau
Richard & Janet Martens
McLeod County Farm Bureau
Kevin Meyer

Michael & Severine Miron
Minnesota Livestock Breeders Association
Jeffrey & Amy Missling

Loren & Hollie Molenaar
Morrison County Farm Bureau
Brian & Jill Nelson

Nicollet County Farm Bureau
Northwest Regional Farm Bureau
Steve Olson

Ron & Lori Pagel

Tom & Kim Perkins

Pine County Farm Bureau

Dan & Rachel Reisig

Dennis & Kathryn Sabel
Sherburne County Farm Bureau
Mike Singlestad

Joe & April Sullivan

Swift County Farm Bureau
Kent & Liz Thiesse

Bruce & Ann Tiffany

Todd County Farm Bureau

Jen Tonder

Traverse County Farm Bureau
Alex Trunnell

Shannon & Barry Visser
Wabasha County Farm Bureau
Waseca County Farm Bureau
West Otter Tail County Farm Bureau
Stanley & Linda Whitney
Brady & Ashley Wulf



Friend of the Foundation ($5-$99)
Keith & Lori Aakre

Cory & Kennedy Ahrens
Rachel Arneson

Alan & Bethany Barka
Gregory & Mary Bartz
Benton/Mille Lacs County Farm Bureau
Brad Bjerk

Tammie Bleisner

Blue Earth County Farm Bureau
Tom & Collette Boyle

Hank Cautin

James Checkel

Andrew Chelseth

Marc Collins

Erin Corcoran

Luke & Kayla Daninger

Colin Dougherty

Greg & Michele Dorenkamp
Dan & Cheryl Durheim

Delvin & Debra Durheim
David & Deborah Engelbrecht
Mike Ensley

Eden Prairie Scheels

Faribault County Farm Bureau
Fillmore County Farm Bureau
Freeborn County Farm Bureau
Jeremy Geske

Jen & Shane Gibb

Sharon Glessing

Goodhue County Farm Bureau
Jeff Grace

Kaiya Grossman

Angela Guentzel & Andrew Cramblit
Shayne Hamann

Randy & Lori Hanson

Rebecca Heinz

Ashley & Cory Heng

Brian & Michelle Hicks

Robert & Jill Hietala

Phillip & Megan Horsager
Houston County Farm Bureau
Chad Johnson

Gregg “Whitie” Johnson
Marvin Johnson

Kittson County Farm Bureau
Chris Kolar

Joe Kolar

Mike & Shirley Kuechle

Curtis Kuehl

Rohan Kuschel

Chad & Lynn Larson

Nicole Laue

Richard & Eileen Leino

Laine Lewin

Lincoln County Farm Bureau

Tim Louwagie

Lisa McCann

Brian McSherry

Shaun & Virginia Magyar
James & Jean Marynik
David & Julie Marquardt
Mower County Farm Bureau
Arnold & Kippi Nelson
Tyler & Cailyn Nelson
Collin Nickel

Mike Niedzielski

Trevor & Molly Nordberg
Doug Olinger

Bob Olsen

Kevin & Julie Paap

Charles & Karin Padula
Tim & Ellie Pagel

Bryan Peichel

George & Mary Peichel
Whitney Place

Thomas & Cassy Postler
Professional Training Institute of America (PTI)
Chris & Mary Radatz

Dylan & Shelby Radke
Charles & Leah Radman
Rice County Farm Bureau
David & Karen Richter

Carl & Janel Sackreiter

Jim Sam

Johnathan & Katie Saterbak
Gary & Tina Schoenfeld
Howard & Mary Jo Schoenfeld
Monty Schreier

Scott County Farm Bureau
Bob & Rebecca Shepard
Sibley County Farm Bureau
Darvey Sloan

Sogge Tax Service

Steele County Farm Bureau
Keith Streff

Gwen Swenson

Paul & Cindy Torkelson
Pam Uhlenkamp

Shawn & Kristi Uhlig

Andy & Brittany Vanderbill
Michael Vetter

Adam & Whitney Visser
Watonwan County Farm Bureau
Dustin & Katie Wiese
Winona County Farm Bureau
Roger Zastrow

Jonathan & Jill Zieroth



Foundation Memorials
The following gifts were made in memoriam of family and friends that have passed away.

Beverly Bartz
Brown County Farm Bureau, Peter & Ann Marie Bakken, Dr. Grant Crawford, Robin E. Kinney,
David & Karen Richter

Bob Fritz
Matt & Karin Schaefer

Nancy Dahlman
Kevin Dahlman

Allen Glessing
Gregory & Mary Bartz, Sharon Glessing

Dorothy Hartel
Gary Hartel

DelRay Johnson

Aitkin-Carlton County Farm Bureau, Big Stone County Farm Bureau, Cass County Farm Bureau, Nathan

& Jessi Collins, Jeff & Pam Debele, James & Missy Dodds, Douglas County Farm Bureau, Dan & Cheryl
Durheim, Delvin & Debra Durheim, East Otter Tail County Farm Bureau, East Polk County Farm Bureau,
Dave & Amy Johnson, Kandiyohi County Farm Bureau, Miles & Sarah Kuschel, Ruth Linkenmeyer-Meirick,
Mahnonmen County Farm Bureau, Meeker County Farm Bureau, Jeffrey Missling, Morrison County Farm
Bureau, Pope County Farm Bureau, Chris & Mary Radatz, Matt & Karin Schaefer, Bob & Rebecca Shepard,
Stearns County Farm Bureau, Swift County Farm Bureau, Todd County Farm Bureau, Traverse County
Farm Bureau

Arnold Madsen
Martin County Farm Bureau

Alfred Meyer
East Otter Tail County Farm Bureau

Mark Moenning
Dodge County Farm Bureau, Robin E. Kinney, Ruth Linkenmeyer-Meirick, Mary Jo Schoenfeld,
Matt & Karin Schaefer

Eileen Morrow
Martin County Farm Bureau

Donna Nelson
Brown County Farm Bureau

Frank Padula
Fran & Mary Ann Miron, Dennis & Kathryn Sabel

Lee Pagel
Robin E. Kinney



Jack Petschl
Fran & Mary Ann Miron

Mary Printy
Fran & Mary Ann Miron, Dennis & Kathryn Sabel

Lowell Gordon Ricks
James & Jean Marynik

Gordon Sabel

Anoka County Farm Bureau, Carver County Farm Bureau, Hennepin County Farm Bureau, Marvin Johnson,
Kanabec/Isanti County Farm Bureau, Ruth Linkenmeyer-Meirick, Fran & Mary Ann Miron, Charles Padula,
Pine County Farm Bureau, Matt & Karin Schaefer, Washington/Ramsey County Farm Bureau,

Wright County Farm Bureau

Betty & Lee Sandager
Fran & Mary Ann Miron

Donna Speltz
Robin E. Kinney

Joan Vogel
Brown County Farm Bureau, Gregory & Mary Bartz

Bronze - In Memory of Grant Crawford
Bronze - In Memory of DelRay Johnson
Bronze - In Memory of Gordon Sabel
Copper - In Memory of Nancy Dahlman

Giving Tree Memorials ‘
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Income

MFBF Donations
41%

Investment
6%

Program Services

Research
1%

Engagement
67%

FINANCIALS

October 2024 - September 2025

General Fund
14%

Administration
11%

11%

Engagement
28%

21%

Community Vitality

General Fund

. Community Vitality

$90,249

Community Vitality — $61,895

Engagement $161,904

Investment $33,362

MFBF Donations $240,000

Total Income $587,410
Administration $58,589
Community Vitality $106,801
Engagement $345,354
Research $3,236
Total Program Services ~ $513,980



Over 19,000 people
were exposed to
ag awareness,
ag literacy and
community vitality
prograMming through
the Foundation’s Ag
Promotion Grant
program.

50 books titled “The
Dairy Godmother”
were donated to the
2025 Princess Kay
candidates to promote
ag literacy with
school-age children.
The Foundation also
promotes accurate
ag books throughout
the year to use in
classrooms.

IMPACTS

71 organizations
received support for
programming that

advances our mission.

These programs
included 4-H, FFA,
livestock shows,
safety & wellness
education, leadership
development, ag
literacy programming
and outreach
that helped fuel
community vitality.

Using research
from the American
Farm Bureau,
the Foundation
established and grew
partnerships that help
reduce the stigma
associated with
mental health and
opioid misuse in rural
communities.

More than 8,000
Ag Transportation
Handbooks have been
distributed to farmers
and those transporting
agricultural goods,
keeping them up to
date on the latest rules
and regulations.

More than 5,000
prescription drug
disposal kits were
distributed to farm
families across
Minnesota as a way to
reduce the possibility
of opioid misuse.

The Foundation’s
$40,000 investment
into the Ag Promotion
Grant program
allowed County
Farm Bureaus to
leverage an additional
$74,000 through local
partnerships.

Supporting urban
agriculture outreach
through the annual

MFBF Urban
Ag Conference
provided networking
and educational
opportunities for over
120 urban farmers.




WHAT IS YOUR LEGACY?

At the Minnesota Foundation for Agriculture, we honor the roots and foster the future of agriculture by
supporting engagement, research, and community vitality efforts. There are several ways to make a tax-de-
ductible contribution to the Foundation in support of its work:

Endowments

Event Sponsorships
Gifts of Grain

Giving Tree

Memorials or Tributes
Outright Gifts

Planned or Estate Giving

For more information, contact Foundation Director Ruth Linkenmeyer-Meirick,
ruth.meirick@fbmn.org or 651-768-2115

Make a tax-deductible gift today in support of agriculture

Minnesota
Foundation
for Agriculture

P.O. Box 64370 « St. Paul, MN 55164 * 651-768-2115 » mnfoundationforag.org



